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been authorized to communicate with the Supreme Coun-
cil in Calcutta, and accordingly he sent copies of all the
correspondence which had passed between the Madras
Government and the Nizam.

The Supreme Council at once recognized the mistakes
and injustice committed by the Government of Madras,
and wrote a letter to the Nizam reassuring him of the
pacific intentions of the Company ; they ordered Mr.
Holland to suspend further negotiations till he should
receive fresh instructions from his own Presidency, and
at the same time wrote to the Government of Madras,
pointing out the mistakes that had been committed,
(ist November, 1779.) The Nizam expressed himself as
completely satisfied by the friendly assurances of the
Supreme Council, but the Madras Government accepted
the rebuke in a very different spirit. Sir Thomas Rum-
bold who was then the "Governor of Madras (father of
another Rumbold who had afterwards a good deal to do
with Hyderabad), drew up a minute in which he denied
the right of the Supreme Council to interfere and attacked
that body in respect of its own policy in the conduct of
the Mahratta war. This minute was forwarded to Bengal,
together with a resolution of the Government couched
in the same strain, and at the same time an order was sent
recalling Mr. Holland. The Supreme Council now deter-
mined to assert its authority. The whole matter was
reported to the directors in London, and in the meantime
Sir George Eyre Coote was sent to Madras with orders
to suspend Sir Thomas Rumbold, and, as the Madras
Government had suspended Mr. Holland, the Supreme
Council appointed him as their representative at the
Nizam's court. It only remains to mention that the
decision of the Supreme Council was confirmed by the
Board of Directors. Sir Thomas Rumbold and two